
Join us October 29th from Noon til 5 PM as we celebrate this milestone 

in La Cygne and Library History.  

The exact date of the origin of a lending library in La Cygne is not known.  

Depending on which resource you use, some say it could have been as early 

as 1908, but most agree that it was around 1910, so we chose that date to 

base our celebration on.  A group of young ladies in the community, known 

as the Zeta Zeta Club had been buying and sharing books with others in the 

club.  Soon other people wanted to be able to share and borrow books, so 

these resourceful young women set up a lending library in various storefronts 

of businesses owned by friends and relatives.  The ñlibraryò became so popu-

lar that the club members realized that they needed a library building.  They 

hosted various fundraisers including plays, musical events and dinners to 

raise funds to build the first little library for the town of La Cygne.  The 

building was built by J. W. Persons, the father of one of the Zeta members, 

Miss Pansy Persons.  This was in 1913.  The library was owned and operated 

by the Zeta club for many years.  At times it didnôt have many users, espe-

cially after the advent of television, and for a short period the library closed 

due to lack of interest.  It was soon reopened and the now Mrs. Pansy 
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What they dare to dream ofé.. 

They dare to do! 

This was the motto on the goal page of the Zeta Zeta 

Scrapbook. 

McDowell was the librarian.  In 1965, the La Cygne Library became the first library in Linn County to be a legally 

constituted library. Prior to that the four libraries in Linn County were all owned by different Federated clubs. So in  

August 1965, voters in La Cygne, approved turning over the Library to become a ñcityò library, operated by the 

city with a board of directors. It continued to be housed in the Zeta building for awhile, until the city leaders in 

1966 decided to move the library into a city owned building which had been donated by Clarence W. Allen.  It re-

mained in that small building until 1976 when the Swan Laundromat was closed and an addition was added to the 

south and west sides of the existing building.  In 1975 under the leadership of Jewell Smythe, the ñcityò library be-

came a district library encompassing all of Lincoln Township. In March of 2007 we broke ground for the current 

library and moved in in October.  This year we celebrate 3 years in that facility, and from the windows we can see 

100 years of Library History.  Hope you join our celebration! 
Serving La Cygne, Linn  
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Library District #2 News 

T-shirts will be available with the 

100 year logo for $8 each.  Shirts are 

being made by the PVHS class and 

will be on sale at library. 



Children ages 3 to 9 are invited to join us for the special afternoon 

activity.  We are joining people across the world who are all read-

ing the book ñThe Snowy Dayò by Ezra Jack Keats on that day.  

Jumpstartôs goal is to have the book read to 2.5 million children on 

that day.  We hope to do our part in helping them reach the goal.  

Check out the poster below for more details.  Hope to see your 

children at the library on Oct. 7th. 

Read for the Record 

Thursday, October 7th at 3:45 PM in 

the Swan Room at the Library 

Kansas Humanities Program 

Monday, October 18th, at 6:30 PM in 

the Swan Room at the Library. 

 

Chris and Janet will be  

presenting at the annual 

Southeast Kansas Library  

Retreat on Oct. 6th.  It is an 

exciting opportunity for us to  

share with other librarians the 

good things that are going on in 

our local library.  Thank you for 

being a part of our library,  

because without our patrons 

weôd just be a museum full  

of books! 
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Join us to learn about the connec-

tions between the Kanza, the Qua-

paw, the Osage, the Ponca, and the 

Omaha tribes ï five Native Ameri-

can tribes from the Ohio Valley 

that share the same linguistic back-

ground. While their stay in the area 

that came to be known as Kansas 

Territory was not a permanent one, 

their presence changed the region 

forever. The presentation will fea-

ture an exploration of language, 

heritage, and folklore. The pre-

senter will dress in her traditional Kanza/Osage regalia.  

Presented by Erin Pouppirt. 

Erin is an independent scholar and a member of the Kaw 

Nation. Refreshments fol-

lowing program. Brought to 

you by the Friends of the 

Library. 


